From WA5CAB at cs.com Mon Jun 1 18:15:50 2015 

From: WA5CAB at cs.com (WA5CAB at cs.com) 

Date: Mon, 1 Jun 2015 18:15:50 -0400 

Subject: [BoatAnchors] Source of Tuning Slugs for BC-611 I.F. Transformers 
Needed 

Message-ID: <1401bc.58753541.429e3396@cs.com> 


I would like to find, if such exists, a company that still makes things 
like I.F. transformer tuning slugs. And preferably someone with a web site 
where I can check details on what they offer. 


Just in case anyone here happens to have a bunch of slugs that they would 
like to move, the slugs in the 455 KC BC-611-F I.F. Transformers look 
somewhat like slotted fillister head machine screws except that the head is 
threaded. The thread is #12-24 UN, which as a screw thread isn't too common 
today, 

although you can still buy screws, nuts, taps and dies for it. 


Robert Downs - Houston 
wa5cab dot com (Web Store) 
MVPA 9480 


From kd5byb at kd5byb.net Mon Jun 1 18:31:02 2015 

From: kd5byb at kd5byb.net (Ben Hall) 

Date: Mon, 01 Jun 2015 17:31:02 -0500 

Subject: [BoatAnchors] National Radio Institute Model 34 Signal Tracer 
In-Reply-To: <556B66E6.8080106@earthlink.net> 

References: <556662CD.2010508@charter.net> <5569BADD.6050208@kd5byb.net> 
<78C7BBFD5762491E89EBD24532770B6C@KB6NAX> <556B66E6.8080106@earthlink.net> 
Message-ID: <556CDD26.8000701@kd5byb.net> 


Good evening all, 


Thanks much for the replies on the NRI Model 34. I wasn't surprised 
that they were a kit and both of mine show evidence of being assembled 
by someone who was still learning the finer points of soldering. 


Can't agree with you being a spoil sport Arden. Up to this point, I've 
never owned a signal tracer and have always done my troubleshooting as 
you and Scott have by the injection method. 


We'll see if I come to the same conclusion as y'all already have 
regarding its usefulness. At any rate, the price was right! :) 


thanks much and 73, 
ben, kd5byb 


From hankve at lostwells.net Tue Jun 2 11:32:45 2015 

From: hankvc at lostwells.net (Hank VC) 

Date: Tue, 2 Jun 2015 09:32:45 -0600 (MDT) 

Subject: [BoatAnchors] National Radio Institute Model 34 Signal Tracer 
In-Reply-To: <78C7BBFD5762491E89EBD24532770B6C@KB6NAX> 

Message-ID: <201506021532.t52FWkAZ021128@go0ld.lostwells.org> 


The esteemed Arden Allen via BoatAnchors has said: 


Do gareAiies I've never owned a signal tracer, so I brought home a pair of 
> National 
Radio Institute Model 34 Signal Tracers among other things ......... 


That brought back some memories, Ben. How many times I looked at the NRI 
adds in Popular Electronics and other mags and decided NRI was beyond my 
budget. But one day down stream I encountered a signal tracer and tried 


the make. After one day of toying with the instrument I concluded that 
signal tracers were not as practical as one would be lead to believe by the 
adds. Some time previous to that experience I bought a Precision signal 
generator (I still have it). With one RF oscillator and one audio 


that ***signal injectionxx*x worked for trouble shooting radios. I greatly 
appreciated the Precision for what it did to help me build my skills. So 
when I played with the signal tracer I rapidly concluded that I could well 
do without one and I never owned or wanted to own a signal tracer since! 
....Yeah, I'm a spoil sport. 


VVVVVV VV VV VV VV VV VV VM 


You have to try to look back into the radio repair business of the 
1940's to understand the role of the signal tracer in the shop. 


Rule no. 1: Time is valuable. To make money, a repairman had to find 
the fault quickly. 


Rule no. 2: Assume that the fault is a "single point of failure" fault. 
This is a valid assumption when you consider that most radios brought 
into a shop for repair were under 10 years old. 


Rule no. 3: Eliminate the most common fault areas first. In the WWII 
era, that means "tubes." That's why many shops had a tube tester out 
where the customer could see the tube testing process. The customer 
would “buy into" a repair that involved replacing a tube or two (sold at 
retail, with markup)" plus a half hour service charge, and be rather 
thrilled at having a working radio again. An added plus for a shop that 
that wasn't a "one man band" operation was that these tests could be 
performed by semiskilled (lower cost) labor without interrupting the top 
talent out back on the bench fixing problems that weren't that simple. 


putting it to work. It probably was an Eico or some such, I don't remember 


oscillator the Precision was as basic as it gets in test equipment. I found 


Now, that gets us to the point where the sick radio has its chassis 
upside down on the bench in front of a higher skilled radio fixer. 
Sitting on that repair bench or on a shelf above it is a signal tracer, 
a signal generator, and some sort of multimeter, probably 1000 ohms/volt 
sensitivity. You've got 15 minutes in which to localize the problem. 
How are you going to proceed? We can fast-forward over some obvious 
problems such as open/shorted filter condensers to the point that we've 
determined that the basics are there, but something is happening in the 
signal path. And there's that signal tracer sitting up there ready to 
duplicate the radio's internal functions in each stage to find the 
affected stage that has the single point of failure. Rule 3 says 
"probably an open or shorted paper condenser." If it takes you more 
than an hour to find and replace that condenser, you're losing money, 
because the customer isn't going to stand for a huge labor charge for 
finding one cheap component part. 


And, to be blunt about it, I'm not going to champion the skills of some 
of the repairmen who were considered "top talent" in the WWII and early 
postwar era. I still remember taking one of the cheaper Tek scopes into 
some shops I'd known to see if I could make a sale. "Well, if that 
scope is as good as you say, gimme a demonstration," whereupon I was 
taken into the shop and presented a real Jonah to trouble-shoot. End 
result was some top guys getting their Jonah's fixed for free, and no 
scope sales. Forty years in the business hadn't really brought their 
theoretical knowledge up to the point that they could use lab equipment 
effectively. 


And, talking about today, in the 21st century, when we're looking at 
60-75 year old electronics, we've got a lot more work to get something 
running properly. And we throw free time into doing the work, because 
the first truth of a repair business---generating cash flow---isn't 
something we consider. 


Hank 


From WA5CAB at cs.com Tue Jun 2 15:12:24 2015 

From: WA5CAB at cs.com (WA5CAB at cs.com) 

Date: Tue, 2 Jun 2015 15:12:24 -0400 

Subject: [BoatAnchors] Workaround for fatal error and shutdown problem with 
Compuserve 7.0 and AOL 8.0 

Message-ID: <14fe8c .4c9bc966.429f5a18@cs.com> 


This is certainly OT for most of these lists but within the past year, I 

have seen evidence that there were a few list members still using one of the 
two mail managers. If you are/were one of them and want to know a workaround 
to the problem, contact me direct for the details. 


Robert Downs - Houston 
wa5cab dot com (Web Store) 
MVPA 9480 


From gumbear at pacbell.net Tue Jun 2 17:26:31 2015 

From: gumbear at pacbell.net (Arden Allen) 

Date: Tue, 2 Jun 2015 14:26:31 -0700 

Subject: [BoatAnchors] National Radio Institute Model 34 Signal Tracer 
In-Reply-To: <201506021532 .t52FWkAZ021128@gold.lostwells.org> 
References: <201506021532 .t52FWkAZ021128@g0ld.lostwells.org> 
Message-ID: <AF61C6E3C3464AFFBDA5B501A108ECC8@KB6NAX> 


> You have to try to look back into the radio repair business of the 
1940's to understand the role of the signal tracer in the shop. .......... 


Of course we may be comparing apples and oranges, Hank. We hobbyists, also 
many of us having professional affiliations and experiences in electronics 
generally have an entirely different perspective than the corner radio-TV 
repairman of the 40-50's. Many of those repairmen had some decent theory 
training as conjunctive hobbyists but as you well describe the clock was 
merciless. What I observed in the typical repair shops of the time as I was 
rising above grass hoppers was that test equipment other than the venerable 
VOM collected dust most of the time. Skills, improved under the tyranny of 
time, relied heavily on subjectivity as to what was wrong with a set. A few 
brief checks with the VOM confirmed suspicions. Teasing with screwdriver 
and fingers sufficed as signal injection. I suspect the signal tracer was 
well used by some who were oriented towards its applicability but I'm afraid 
they may have been a minority. An awful lot of radios were fixed by 
"mechanics" who were simply instructed to "replace that, that, and that." 
Shot gun repairing made a lot of business successful while repair shops 
flourished. Some ethically challenged by nature. 


Arden Allen 
KB6NAX 


He who is cruel to animals becomes 
hard also in his dealings with men. 
We can judge the heart of a man by 
his treatment of animals. 

?Immanuel Kant 


From jgillespie at porchlight.ca Fri Jun 5 10:33:56 2015 
From: jgillespie at porchlight.ca (J Gillespie) 

Date: Fri, 5 Jun 2015 10:33:56 -0400 

Subject: [BoatAnchors] Technical Radio Co LRR-6 receiver 
Message-ID: <46987E93E2AC47B3BDEB36C9F88F99D5@xpuser716b2b38> 


Hello again 


Looking for a manual or schematics for this 1945 vintage (LRR) low radiation 
receiver. I've recapped it, its sensitivity and selectivity are very impressive. 
Technical Radio supplied the Navy with this entertainment receiver, contract No. 
WSA-9446. There must be information available through military or navy sources. 
Help or tips on how to navigate the red tape would also be highly appreciated. 
Thanks John 


From ajamas.rn at gmail.com Sun Jun 7 09:52:05 2015 

From: ajamas.rn at gmail.com (Katz Ajamas) 

Date: Sun, 7 Jun 2015 09:52:05 -0400 

Subject: [BoatAnchors] Anyone need some Canadian and French bits. 

Message-ID: <CA+kZa5okF9J6dV-z7Cgc6PwbcDoaHqnkTse@-TqueHKKFwqCzA@mail. gmail.com> 


QH3 Receiver parts 


RF unit Type 25 10D/1016 

RF unit Type 27 10D/1054 
Appear complete. With tubes and 
covers. 


French SARAM 3-11-C(A) 
Appears to be a filter/impedance matching unit. 
With tubes. Appears complete. 


Prefer to donate to a museum. 
Tell me a good story. 


73, Bob ah7i/w4 in atlanta 


From pcbrickey at gmail.com Mon Jun 8 14:06:16 2015 

From: pcbrickey at gmail.com (Peter Brickey) 

Date: Mon, 8 Jun 2015 11:06:16 -0700 

Subject: [BoatAnchors] Transformer rewinding 

Message-ID: <CAM£BZxdxm7BCk=4NW_fOWkhuLHNYwFv8G3cL6WTB7sJOno-Q2A@mail. gmail.com> 


Hi, 

I just lost the transformer on my HRO-60, can anyone recommend a rewind 
service. 

Thanks, 


Peter 


From jp at cs.unc.edu Mon Jun 8 14:24:27 2015 

From: jp at cs.unc.edu (John Poulton) 

Date: Mon, 8 Jun 2015 14:24:27 -0400 

Subject: [BoatAnchors] Transformer rewinding 

In-Reply-To: <CAM£BZxdxm7BCk=4NW_fOWkhuLHNYwFv8G3cL6WTB7sJOno-Q2A@mail.gmail.com> 
References: <CAM£BZxdxm7BCk=4NW_fOWkhuLrHNYwF v8G3cL6WTB7sJOno-Q2A@mail. gmail.com> 
Message-ID: <CAKtz7£eAWj gaA0E0-Z+VGLkKV+nE=ShhNs2nu0YobgJnj -mgMNg@mail. gmail.com> 


Gary at Transformer Rewinding Service in Orono, ME. He is a gentleman and 
a scholar, and you won't do better! 


http://www. xfrmrs.com/index. html 
73, John K40ZY 


On Mon, Jun 8, 2015 at 2:06 PM, Peter Brickey via BoatAnchors < 
boatanchors at theporch.com> wrote: 


Hi, 

I just lost the transformer on my HRO-60, can anyone recommend a rewind 
service. 

Thanks, 


BoatAnchors mailing list 
BoatAnchors at theporch.com 
https: //minime.theporch.com/mailman/listinfo/boatanchors 
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From kilky68 at gmail.com Mon Jun 8 15:34:30 2015 

From: kilky68 at gmail.com (Roy Morgan) 

Date: Mon, 8 Jun 2015 15:34:30 -0400 

Subject: [BoatAnchors] Transformer rewinding 

In-Reply-To: <CAKtz7feAWj gaAOEO-Z+VGLkKV+nE=ShhNs2nu0YobgJnj-mgMNg@mail. gmail.com> 
References: <CAM£BZxdxm7BCk=4NW_fOWkhurHNYwF v8G3cL6WTB7sJOno-Q2A@mail. gmail.com> 
<CAKtz7f£eAW] gaAOEO-Z+VGLkV+nE=ShhNs2nu0YobgJnj -mgMNg@mail . gmail.com> 

Message-ID: <5753CB08-7EE1-4F21-9B4F -F22679ABF8EA@gmail . com> 


On Jun 8, 2015, at 2:24 PM, John Poulton via BoatAnchors <boatanchors at 
theporch.com> wrote: 


Hi, 
I just lost the transformer on my HRO-60, can anyone recommend a rewind 


service. 

Thanks, Peter 

> 

> Gary at Transformer Rewinding Service in Orono, ME. He is a gentleman and 
> a scholar, and you won't do better! 

> 

> http://www. xfrmrs.com/index. html 


His web site page for HRO transformers shows: 


HRO-60: 
Power ... $165.00 
Filter Choke ... $135.00 


As I understand it, he normally changes the primary winding to be correct for 
modern line voltages. Do confirm that with him. 


Roy 


Roy Morgan 
kilky68 at gmail.com 
KILKY Since 1958 


From rbsingl at ilstu.edu Mon Jun 8 20:23:16 2015 

From: rbsingl at ilstu.edu (Singley, Rodger) 

Date: Tue, 9 Jun 2015 00:23:16 +0000 

Subject: [BoatAnchors] Transformer rewinding 

In-Reply-To: <CAM£BZxdxm7BCk=4NW_fOWkhuLrHNYwFv8G3cL6WTB7sJOno-Q2A@mail.gmail.com> 
References: <CAM£BZxdxm7BCk=4NW_fOWkhuULrHNYwF v8G3cL6WTB7sJOno-Q2A@mail. gmail.com> 
Message-ID: <QDEBF1C8D8437248BE53CD4213B89BD322FF2COO@ISUEMBX02.ad.ilstu.edu> 


Peter, 


I see others have recommended Gary and I would also recommend his services. One 
thing to check before you install the replacement is to see whether there is still 
a .1 uf cap installed from one rectifier plate terminal to ground. This cap 
serves no purpose other than taking out transformers and it was removed from later 
production National gear. It was responsible for a lot of replaced transformers 
in NC-183D and HRO-60 receivers among others. My NC-183D came with a replacement 
power transformer and a note that it was factory replaced because of the failed 
capacitor which was removed at that time. 


When that capacitor fails it will take out the transformer before the fuse blows. 


73, Rodger WQ9E 


Rodger 


Dr. Rodger B. Singley 
Professor of Marketing 


ares Original Message----- 

From: BoatAnchors [mailto:boatanchors-bounces at theporch.com] On Behalf Of Peter 
Brickey via BoatAnchors 

Sent: Monday, June 8, 2015 1:06 PM 

To: boatanchors at theporch.com 

Subject: [BoatAnchors] Transformer rewinding 


From kd5byb at kd5byb.net Tue Jun 16 16:31:36 2015 
From: kd5byb at kdS5byb.net (Ben Hall) 

Date: Tue, 16 Jun 2015 15:31:36 -0500 

Subject: [BoatAnchors] RBA-1 - Field Change #83. 
Message-ID: <558087A8.4010702@kd5byb.net> 


Good afternoon all, 
Big honkin' Navy radios can be quite addicting... 


Over the weekend, I put in a bid on the e-place for an RBA-1 which I 
ended up winning. This particular RBA-1 has been on/off the e-place 
multiple times for at least six months and I finally decided over the 
weekend that it really needed to come live with me to keep the RBA-5 and 
RBL-3 company. 


It isn't in real great shape - missing the case, missing the bottom 
cover, has corrosion, has at least one modification...but I often find 
that defects like this add to my enjoyment. If it could only talk... ;) 


This particular RBA-1 has a tag that says "Modified by Field Change #3 
Under Contract" with a contract number I can't quite make out in the photo. 


The "Reception: CW / MOD" toggle switch has been replaced with a three 
position rotary switch that has CW, MCW, and what seems to be a CW OL 
position. The Output Limiter toggle switch has been replaced by a 
two-position rotary switch labeled "BAND EXT, ON / OFF." 


Review of the under-chassis photos shows the addition of several ceramic 
trimmer capacitors of purpose I don't yet understand. 


I surmise that the additional CW OL position is for CW reception with 
the Output Limiter on. Makes sense. I don't understand what the BAND 


EXT switch is for. Band Extension, maybe? 


Any information on Field Change #3 to the RBA receiver would be greatly 
appreciated! 


thanks much and 73, 
ben, kd5byb 


From WA5CAB at cs.com Tue Jun 16 19:42:24 2015 
From: WA5CAB at cs.com (WA5CAB at cs.com) 

Date: Tue, 16 Jun 2015 19:42:24 -0400 

Subject: [BoatAnchors] RBA-1 - Field Change #8. 
Message-ID: <6a089.646eea19 .42b20e60@cs. com> 


RBA FC 3 dtd 06 AUG 1956 lowered the lowest frequency that the receiver 
will tune down to from 15 KC to 14.5 KC. 


In a message dated 06/16/2015 15:32:19 PM Central Daylight Time, 
boatanchors at theporch.com writes: 

> Any information on Field Change #3 to the RBA receiver would be greatly 
> appreciated! 


Robert Downs - Houston 
wa5cab dot com (Web Store) 
MVPA 9480 


From garygarlic at earthlink.net Thu Jun 18 16:30:36 2015 

From: garygarlic at earthlink.net (Gary Woods) 

Date: Thu, 18 Jun 2015 16:30:36 -0400 

Subject: [BoatAnchors] OT: Flying boatanchor found by vintage ham 
Message-ID: <nla6oaph25cf0gaf1s0e459j5to0avefd0@4ax.com> 


(The vintage ham, being me): 


I realized that in these days of e-QSL cards that people actually want a 
real one once in a while, and my E-one shouldn't be just generic, soooo: 
Sez to self, "Self, I wonder if there's a public domain picture of a P2V 
bomber like the one I spent many hours in, pounding a vapor-tight straight 
key." Well, there are indeed, and as I was looking at the images, noticed 
a familiar bureau # on the tail: 128408; one of the aircraft I spend a 
large part of those hours in! The picture was taken on the ramp at Marine 
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, where a couple of Navy patrol squadrons 
operated amidst a whole lot of marines, and just about a year before I was 
sent there... 

So whenever I get the layout figured out, I'll have my own aircraft on it. 


These birds sounded like nothing else at takeoff power, with a pair of 
Pratt & Whitney piston engines and a pair of J-34 jets all howling full 
bore. And yes, a turbine runs nicely on 115/145 avgas; a good way to get 
rid of excess fuel in a hurry. 


Thanks for listening! 


Gary Woods AKA K2AHC- PGP key on request, or at home.earthlink.net/~garygarlic 
Zone 5/4 in upstate New York, 1420' elevation. NY WO G 


From universal_comm at reagan.com Fri Jun 19 01:37:53 2015 

From: universal_comm at reagan.com (Raymond Cote) 

Date: Fri, 19 Jun 2015 00:37:53 -0500 

Subject: [BoatAnchors] OT: Flying boatanchor found by vintage ham 
In-Reply-To: <nila6oaph25cfOgaf1g0e459j5to0avefd0@4ax. com> 
References: <nla6oaph25cf0gat1g0e4597j5to0avefd0@4ax. com> 
Message-ID: <38FBF4B2-8446-4FD3-9736-D1F9499D8CF7@reagan. com> 


Hey Gary, I spent every Saturday in 1983 flying with Navy reserves in a P2V as a 
spotter usually up 

In the nose. Sometimes we would actually drop some Sonabuoys off the coast west of 
the Golden Gate Bridge. We were flying out of Alameda NAS while I was attending ET 
school on Treasure island school command. 

It was great fun 


Sent from my outdated iPhone wireless thingy 


Raymond Cote--KD9ICCZ 


> On Jun 18, 2015, at 15:30, Gary Woods via BoatAnchors <boatanchors at 
theporch.com> wrote: 


(The vintage ham, being me): 


I realized that in these days of e-QSL cards that people actually want a 
real one once in a while, and my E-one shouldn't be just generic, soooo: 
Sez to self, "Self, I wonder if there's a public domain picture of a P2V 
bomber like the one I spent many hours in, pounding a vapor-tight straight 
key." Well, there are indeed, and as I was looking at the images, noticed 
a familiar bureau # on the tail: 128408; one of the aircraft I spend a 
large part of those hours in! The picture was taken on the ramp at Marine 
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, where a couple of Navy patrol squadrons 
operated amidst a whole lot of marines, and just about a year before I was 


VV VV VV VV VV VV 


sent there... 

So whenever I get the layout figured out, I'll have my own aircraft on it. 
These birds sounded like nothing else at takeoff power, with a pair of 
Pratt & Whitney piston engines and a pair of J-34 jets all howling full 
bore. And yes, a turbine runs nicely on 115/145 avgas; a good way to get 
rid of excess fuel in a hurry. 


Thanks for listening! 


Gary Woods AKA K2AHC- PGP key on request, or at home.earthlink.net/~garygarlic 
Zone 5/4 in upstate New York, 1420' elevation. NY WO G 

BoatAnchors mailing list = = | 

BoatAnchors at theporch.com 

https: //minime.theporch.com/mailman/listinfo/boatanchors 
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From ddillman at igc.org Sun Jun 21 11:27:53 2015 

From: ddillman at igc.org (Richard Dillman) 

Date: Sun, 21 Jun 2015 08:27:53 -0700 (GMT-07:00) 

Subject: [BoatAnchors] K6KPH and KSM on the air for the evening 23 June 
Message-ID: <10666741.1434900473131. JavaMail. root@mswamui- 
bichon.atl.sa.earthlink.net> 


K6KPH AND KSM ON THE AIR THE EVENING OF 23 JUNE - 


KSM and K6KPH will be on the air on the evening of Tuesday, 23 June beginning at 
about 5:30pm Pacific time and continuing until ops Steve and Mike run out of 
steam. This is a special event of sorts. Long time station op Mike Payne is 
retiring and plans to move out of the area so this may be his last time at the 
MRHS key. Give him a buzz and wish him the best if you'd like. K6KPH will guard 
the usual frequencies (3550, 7050, 14050, 18097.5 and 21050) with the lower 
frequencies probably predominating as night falls. KSM will transmit the wheel and 
possibly weather on 4350.5, 6474.0, 8438.3, 12993.0, 16914.0 and 22445.8. If you 
want to speak to Mike by voice or ask for a listening watch, the station phone is 
+1 415-669-9646 (answered only while the station is on the air). 


RD 


Richard Dillman, T2-GB-061170 
Chief Operator, Coast Station KSM 
Maritime Radio Historical Society 
http://www. radiomarine.org 


From arc5 at ix.netcom.com Tue Jun 23 18:12:44 2015 

From: arc5 at ix.netcom.com (David Stinson) 

Date: Tue, 23 Jun 2015 17:12:44 -0500 

Subject: [BoatAnchors] WWII Japanese 94-5 Receiver Schematic 
Message-ID: <37AEB1799CD44C8D812DBFA4A3205EB0@DaddyPC> 


WWII Japanese 94-5 Receiver: 
Does anyone have a readable schematic copy? 
Thanks. 


